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21 JUN 1962, 


; 


MEXORANDUM FOR: Ddixector, Rational Reconnaissance Office — 
suJECt. =—«s«‘s):s Batellite Programs co 


a 


i. Attached is the latest information ve have on the satellite 
echedule for Calendar Year 1962-63 which includes recoumendations marked 
in red. ; 


2 At the prosent time there are eight COROWA (MURAL) yaylosds which 
ere not matic’ with THOR-AGERA vehicles. In view of the present wimowns 
in tcc SANDS program, it is recommended that CORORA be acheduled as notcd 
in the attackzent begimning in October 1962 through May of 1953. In ade 
edition, it is recommended that an additicnel five MURAL payloads be pure 
chasc< to provide coverage through October of Calendar Yeer 1563. General 
Curtin's pecple indicate (&) a decision to procure the additicnal T-0R- ' 
pGrcs Lor the eight CORONA payloads will be required prior to 1] July 1963; 
{>} the production for THOR-ACEUAS is scheduled through Key of 1962; and 
c) there is a tvelve-conth delivery lead time required for these articles. 


3. With reference to CURONA (IDRAL), the last payload in to be de- 
Qiverct in July ef 1962. If the production line is shut down, then eight 
conths will be required to re-crécr end meko availeble for flight. ‘The 


eest for retooling and starti the production line vould be 
for tho first psylosd and for each additional camera (present cost). 
I <culd recomend that eight TECR-ACHHAS be assigned to the preseat eight 


avitloble CC305A (KURAL) payloads and that five edditionsl paylcecs be 
purchased at this time to cnsure coveraze through October of 1953. 


kh. ‘The CORONA (MURAL) and LANYARD procrazs when combined could pro= 
vide the commmity with broad ard detailed coverage. The relic»ie COROHA 
QQRAL) configuration can be improved by an increase in the focal length 
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froa 26" to &o". I vould proposes the procurenent of six 40” CORONA (xUPAL) 
Payloeds togatber with Air Force vehicles as noted below. Tre numbers 
reflected below indicate epproxinate cost figures my people compiled far 
this proposal. ; 


Paylocd Cost 


e- Design and Fabrication of 1st Itek Cancra 
Bb. Pive additional Itek Cameras ; ; 

Ce Kose Cones (6 each ) 

4& Fils 


a 





TOTAL - 


Vehicle anit Support Cost 
Be Daoign and Fabrication of lst LHSC Subsysten 
d. Five additional LMSC Subsystezrs - eis 
c. Six THORS , 
a. Six T2028 (Boost) 
@. Six ACSA D's ” 
f. Lacneh Services for 6 THORS 
&- Launch Services for 6 ACENAS 
ho Engineering Gorvices for 6 Shots 


TOTAL 


dS» The progren set forth in the atteckmcnt points out that by extend- 
ing the present CORCHA prosranm through Cetober of 1963 and allowing fourteen 
montss’ leed tims for the 40" coROMA program (providing the decision is 
rencied by August 1962) that a relioble proven SyGteu will be providing 
icvelligence information through Colendcr Year 2953. Dur. the latter 
Fart cf 1962 and early 1963, 1f the SAS, LANYARD or progrars have 
not goca Tully operational, then the backeup CORONA CORONA prozgraa 
will ensure the intelligence commity cf at least monthly coverage. I 
hope we will be able to vork toverd a schedule whereby one vould be co 
standby that could be launched on short notice against specific targets. 











6. Summarizing the recommendations for future Agency satellite 
sTOgrszs the following action should be teken: 


a. Eight THOR-AGENA vehicles should be assigned to the eight 
rezaining MURAL payloads; LO ’ 


b. Five additional CORONA (MIRAL) peyloads should be procured 
end THOR-ACENA assignads; and 


¢G. The procurement of six ho" CORCHA (MURAL) systems be initiated. 


Te ve mvuld sypreciate your coments so that we cen take appropriate 
action to implement this progran. 


Signed Herbert Scoville,, Jr. 


HSEBEST SCOVILLE, JR. 
. Pepaty Directar 
Research) 


Attachzent; Satellite Schedule 


i SIGNATURE RECOMMENDED: 





Acting Chief, DPD 
Distributi 
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